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would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there
a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us.
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bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.88. The Thief turned Merchant and the other Thief
cccxcviii.Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to
him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting
bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou
shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.?STORY
OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and
viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the
fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the
Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger
and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This
will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a
slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a
blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following verses:.Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought with raw silk and green silk and
embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of
thy feet, so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died
of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon the slave- girls
brought him a basin of gold and an ewer of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had
with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great
plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself
and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave
and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of]
travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High
inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs
must this water have issue in some place.'.Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at
hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written
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upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me
therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O
king,.47. El Melik en Nasir and the three Masters of Police cccxliii.Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dccccxviii.When Aamir heard his
lord's verses, he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day, traversing plains and
stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When they arose in the morning, they removed to the bank of
the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.Bihzad, Story of Prince, i. 99..? ? ? ? ? Still by
your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us divide..67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.?OF THE USELESSNESS
OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.When the evening evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required
of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth
veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to intercede.'.Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother
cxlviii.Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii 253..? ? ?
? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.NOTE..'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable
value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I sallied forth with five men
and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were
athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141) entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came
the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he
bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he
loosed me and I went out, knowing not the way..?OF CLEMENCY..Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.99. The Three
Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and
indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle
and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying,
'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and
hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew
him not for her husband]..When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and
the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to
her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them
out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste
and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened
to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of
his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.I went out one night to the house of one of my
friends and when it was the middle of the night, I sallied forth alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my
spittle dried up; but I feigned myself drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and made as if
I saw not the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or
heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..The messenger wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him,
"The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto
mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in deed..? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight
would humble themselves to her and prone before her fall..The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What
did he ask thee, [may God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God
requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two staves
into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth
hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..65. The Loves of the Boy and Girl at School
ccclxxxv.Woman (The Old) and the Draper's Wife, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne,
an object for lament. (88).The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw
to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;"
and when they had done this, he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of
my empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his say
Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him
a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him
and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that
night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and
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towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China],
(155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and
equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the
true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own
city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..Now over against the place in question was a host
of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon and caused him draw near to him and saw
his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him
to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners. So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the days, behold,
the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground
dungeon, with a company of his men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..Accordingly, the hangman took him
and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and
we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth, for
that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the
Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured
from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they
delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk
twice and if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered
prayer." (27).? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's
Wife dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician Douban
xi.?OF ENVY AND MALICE..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".? ? ? ? ? All things,
indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene,
estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful,
untroubled and sincere..?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..He found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all
manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls
eat. Then he sat and the singers also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls,
some of them, sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the pipes cried
out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast dilated. So he sported and joyance
waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with
wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings
and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly
office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth
the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment
redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the
affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to
us for rain. (65).22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring
them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he
marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their
heads!".117. The Favourite and her Lover M.? ? ? ? ? Yea, they'd join me in pouring forth tears and help me my woes to lament, And like unto me they'd become all wasted
and tortured and pale..? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah
from my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of wonderment..When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.160. The Ruined
Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.So we went with him till he came to the place where my slave had buried the money and dug there and brought it out; whereat I
marvelled with the utmost wonder and we carried it to the prefect's house. When the latter saw the money, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and bestowed on me a dress
of honour. Then he restored the money straightway to the Sultan and we left the youth in prison; whilst I said to my slave who had taken the money, "Did yonder young man
see thee, what time thou buriedst the money?" "No, by the Great God!" answered he. So I went in to the young man, the prisoner, and plied him with wine till he recovered,
when I said to him, "Tell me how thou stolest the money." "By Allah," answered he, "I stole it not, nor did I ever set eyes on it till I brought it forth of the earth!" Quoth I, "How
so?" And he said, "Know that the cause of my falling into your hands was my mother's imprecation against me; for that I evil entreated her yesternight and beat her and she
said to me, 'By Allah, O my son, God shall assuredly deliver thee into the hand of the oppressor!' Now she is a pious woman. So I went out forthright and thou sawest me in
the way and didst that which thou didst; and when beating was prolonged on me, my senses failed me and I heard one saying to me, 'Fetch it.' So I said to you what I said
and he (145) guided me till I came to the place and there befell what befell of the bringing out of the money."
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